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KANKAKEE COUNTY  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
189 E. COURT STREET, SUITE 201 · KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS 60901 

815/937-2940 · (Fax) 815/937-2974 

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION FORM  
Please print or type all requested information. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. PROPERTY INFORMATION _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Common Name:_George R. Letourneau Home_________________________________________ 
 

Historic Name:_Letourneau House __________________________   

 

Address (Include Street #, City, and Zip):_698 Stratford Drive East, PO Box 311, Bourbonnais, IL 60914 
 

Township:_31N (Bourbonnais)_ Section:___19_______Range:____12E_________ 
 

Names of Roads at Closest Intersection:_Stratford Drive and Main Street (Route 102)___ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. COMMISSION STAFF USE ONLY__________________________________________________________ 

 

Document Number: ______________________ 
 

Application Complete? ______Yes ______ No 
 

Date Received __________________________ 
 

Staff Acknowledgment: ___________________ 
 

Commission Meeting Date: ________________ 
 

Action: ______ HPC ______ PZA ______ County Board 
 

Distribution Date: 
 

_________ Kankakee County Historic Preservation Commission 

 

_________ Kankakee County Planning, Zoning & Agriculture Commission  
 

_________ Kankakee County Board 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Category of Property: 
__X__Building _____Structure _____Object _____ Site _____ Historic District _____ Landscape 

 

Ownership of Property: 
_____Private __X__Public-local _____Public-State _____Public-Federal 

 

Original Construction Date__1837____________ 
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  Kankakee County Historic Landmark Nomination   

  Document Number ___________________ 

 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing          Noncontributing 

____1_______________________  buildings 

____________________________  sites 

____________________________  structures 

____________________________  objects 

____1_______________________  Total     

Number of contributing resources with previous 

landmark status: 
______Kankakee County 

______Illinois 

______National Register 

 

Attach a copy of previous nomination form. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. FUNCTION OR USE_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Historic Functions:  

 

Government/Post Office 

Domestic/Single Dwelling House 

 

Current Functions:  

 

Social/Meeting Hall 

Social/Museum 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. DESCRIPTION__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Architectural Classification:  

Greek Revival 

 

Narrative Description 

(Enter categories) 

Foundation    Limestone 

walls__Clapboard siding with off-white paint and blue-

green trim 

roof      Cedar shake 

other     
 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

 

 

(See Narrative Description with drawings and photographs below)
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    Kankakee County Historic Landmark Nomination  

            Document Number ___________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ________________________________________________________

Please indicate which of the following criteria apply 

to the nominated property. (Check all that apply.) 
 

_X_  A  Property is associated with events that have 

 made a significant contribution to the broad 

 patterns of our history 

 

_X_  B  Property is associated with the lives of persons 

 significant in our past. 

 

_X_  C  Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 

 of a type, period, or method of construction or 

 represents the work of a master, or possesses 

 high artistic values, or represents a significant 

 and distinguishable entity whose components 

 lack individual distinction. 

 

___  D  Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 

 information important in prehistory or history. 
 

Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark ñXò in front of all that apply.) 

 

Property is:  

___ owned by a religious institution or used for religious     

purposes. 

 

_X_removed from its original location. 

(original location was at PIN 17-09-19-114-004) 

261 North Main Street, Bourbonnais, IL  

___a birthplace or a grave. 

 

___a cemetery 

 

___a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 

___a commemorative property. 

___less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 

within the past 50 years. 

 

 

Areas of Significance  (A, B, C, D) 

 

Criterion A: Pre-Letourneau House History 

Criterion B:  Prominent Prior OwnerðGeorge R. 

Letourneau  

Criterion C:  Greek Revival Architecture, 1866 

 

Period of Significance  

 

Criterion A: 1837-1854 

Criterion B:  1854-1883________ 

Criterion C:  1854-1866 

_____________________________ 

 

Significant Dates 

    1837ðoriginal construction;  

1837-40ðbuilding served as post office and     

general store;  

1854ðGeorge Letourneau purchased the building 

(what he referred to as a ñpioneer structureò) to be 

used as a farmhouse along with three acres; 

1866ðcompletion of house renovation to Greek 

Revival architectural style by Letourneau; 

1875ðGeorge Letourneau elected first mayor of 

Bourbonnais; 

1883ðGeorge Letourneau and family move from 

their Bourbonnais house to Kankakee upon after 

his election to County Sheriff; 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant Person  (Complete if Criterion B is 

marked above.) 

___Letourneau, George R.________________ 

Cultural Affiliation  

___ _ 

Architect / Builder  

___Letourneau, George R.

Narrative Statement of Significance 

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)  See below. 

____________________________________________________________________________________  

7. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ______________________________________________ 

 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheetsðsee 

below) 
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    Kankakee County Historic Landmark Nomination  

    Document Number ___________________ 
 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

___ preliminary determination of individual listing has 

been requested. 

___previously listed in the National Register 

___previously determined eligible by the National Register 

_  _designated a National Historic Landmark 

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

      #________________________ 

___recorded by Historic American Engineering 

        Record # ___________________ 

 

Primary location of additional data 

___State Historic Preservation Office 

___Other State agency 

___Federal agency 

_X Local government 

___University 

___Other 

Name of repository 

Village of Bourbonnais Ordinace No. 00-1229 designated 

the Letourneau Home as a village landmark on September 

18, 2000. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tax Assessorôs Parcel Identification Number (P.I.N.)     _17_-_09  -_19_-_101__-_034__ 

 

Acreage of Property___(see below in Verbal Boundary Description)_______________________________ 
   (Lot Dimensions & # of acres) 

 

Verbal Boundary Description 

 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
 

Please attach a map indicating the property location and the boundaries of the property and/or landmark location to be nominated. Attach photographs which show 

sufficient detail, important features, and significant structures of the property to be nominated. Historic photographs of the property to be nominated are 

encouraged. If possible, please also provide photographs in digital format. 

 

(See Verbal Boundary Description below) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. FORM PREPARED BY__________________________________________________________________ 

Include the name, address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address, and signature of the person(s) 

submitting this nomination application. 
 

Name/title:_Dr. James F. Paul and Daron Kinzinger________________________________________________ 
         Signatures 

 

Organization: Kankakee County Historic Preservation Commission and Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society  

 

Date:_February 7, 2011______ 
 

Street & number_764 Woodstock Lane_(Paul)__1632 Hatteras Drive (Kinzinger)            

 

Telephone:_815 933-9202_(Paul)   815 603-9738 (Kinzinger)____ 
 

City or town_Bourbonnais____  State_IL___Zip code_60914      (Both Paul and Kinzinger live in Bourbonnais) 

 

E-mail: _jpaul764@comcast.net and daron-kinzinger@ksd111.org  
 

Attach additional signature sheets if more than one person/family is making application. 

 

 

 

mailto:_jpaul764@comcast.net
mailto:daron-kinzinger@ksd111.org
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    Kankakee County Historic Landmark Nomination  

    Document Number ___________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION _______________________________________________ 
Include the name, address, and telephone number of all legal owners of record of the nominated property. If the property 

has more than two (2) owners, use Attachment 3. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: When nominating a landscape which incorporates more than one property or when nominating a district, 

Attachment 1-3 must be completed and submitted with this application. 

 

name/title:_Village of Bourbonnais____________________ 
 

street & number__700 Main Stree NW____ 
 

city or town_Bourbonnais_  state_IL___  zip code_60914-2302_        Telephone_815 937-3570_ 

 
Has the applicant notified the property owner(s) that this property is being recommended for landmark designation to the 

Kankakee County Historic Preservation Commission? _X__ Yes ____ No 

 
If yes, was notification made by the applicant __X_(spoke to Mayor Paul Schore on August 19, 2010)__ in person? 

______ by telephone?______ in writing? 

 

Has the property owner(s) indicated support or lack of support for nomination of this property? 

__X___ Support ______ Lack of support? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. PROPERTY STATUS INFORMATION _____________________________________________________ 

 

At the time of the application, is the nominated property: 

 

______ threatened by demolition or neglect? (Please provide detailed explanation.) 

 

______ considered for new development? (Please provide detailed explanation.) 

 

__X __ likely to remain in its present condition? 
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Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property) 

 

The George R. Letourneau House is a 1 and ½ story, frame, Greek Revival style dwelling with a 

modified rectangular plan, an intersecting gable roof, front porch, side porch, and rear porch.  The 

exterior walls are clapboard siding, the roof is cedar shake shingles, the chimneys are brick, and the 

foundation is limestone.  True to its style, the pillared entrance portico has prominent support columns 

which mirror the architecture of a Greek temple. This primary entrance with its narrow sidelights on 

either side of the door and the rectangular transom light above is also typical of Greek Revival style.  

Multi-paned windows with original glass exist on the house exterior along with ornamental pediments 

that frame many windows. As it exists today, the house resides on a reminiscent limestone foundation, a 

rock that was abundant in the region.  The house is located on Stratford Drive East its front faces 

northwest.  One acre of garden area comprises the immediate exterior grounds, and the southwestern 

side of the building is adjacent to an acre of ground named the Adrien M. Richard Heritage Preserve.  

The house is in fair condition and has had window and roof restorations since 1986 when the house was 

relocated to its present site.   

The George Letourneau House may have been initially  built on the foundation of what was a 

trading post with Native Americans established either by Noel LeVasseur or Francois Bourbonnais, Sr.  

The original trading post foundation may have influenced some of the houseôs design.  The house was 

built about 1837 with the front part serving as a post office (see Narrative Statement of Significance on 

pages 16-17) and was added onto by George Letourneau in the 1850s and 1860s.  See drawing and 

explanation below by Vic Johnson. 
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This is the compass direction for the Ground Plan below. 
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    The 1883 Kankakee County Atlas depicts                   The Letourneau house as it looks today (view from 

         an engraving of the Letourneau homestead.                the west). 

 

George Letourneau made many improvements to the house between 1854 and 1866 in the Greek 

Revival style that was popular in that day.  A pantry and a porch were added to the rear of the structure. 

The improvements changed the house a great deal and were in keeping with Letourneau's image in the 

community. The shed-like sloping rear roof was also removed and a basement was added.  Before being 

placed on a new foundation, the whole house was actually moved forward at a slightly different angle.  

Letourneau also added a second story by changing the roof line. A well curbing (stones around the well) 

adjacent to the house was made using stones from an outbuilding on the original site. 

Within the structure, many of the floor boards are original and consist of wide wood planks. 

Interior walls within the structure are formed with split planks and "accordion" style plaster lathing that 

is covered with horse hair plaster.  An opening to what was once an underground cistern is accessible 

through a trap door in the kitchen area. (Excerpts above are from local historian Vic Johnsonôs 

unpublished materials, 1996) 

Several characteristics of the Greek Revival style are seen in the following photographs of the 

Letourneau House. 
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Between 1854 and 1866, George Letourneau turned the house (former post office) 10 degrees counter-

clockwise (see Vic Johnsonôs ñdiagram Cò on page 7).  As it is positioned today, the front entrance to 

the house faces the northwest on Stratford Drive East.  

 

       
 

An entry porch with columns is characteristic of Greek Revival style.  Decorative pilastersða 

rectangular support that resembles a flat columnðadorn the front entrance.  The pilaster projects only 

slightly from the wall.   

 

 

 


