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There have been many colorful and controversial pas-
tors who have led the Catholic community in Bourbonnais, 
Illinois. Some of these men have vanished in obscuri-
ty, while the stories of others will remain forever þxed 
in parish history and folklore. One such story is that of 
Reverend Antoine Lebel 
who came to Bourbonnais 
to build a church, to pres-
ent a strong French-Cana-
dian presence in the com-
munity, and to attempt to 
keep the controversial Fa-
ther Charles Chiniquy of St. 
Anne in check. His story of 
how he revived the Catholic 
Church in Bourbonnais will 
always be remembered.

Antoine Lebel was of 
humble origin. He was born 
to Michael and Victoria (Mi-
ville) Lebel in St. Louis of 
Kamouraska, Canada.1 Or-
dained a priest in the Catho-
lic Church on May 26, 1839, 
in the city of Quebec, Father Lebel, like many of his fel-
low priests at that time, wanted to be a missionary to the 
French-Canadians in the United States. He was invited 
by Bishop Van de Velde of the Diocese of Chicago to lead 
the growing French- Canadian population in the diocese. 
Arriving in Chicago in November of 1850, he was given 
the task of shepherding the French-Canadian commu-
nity. He began the work of organizing his ÿock and lay-
ing plans for the construction of a new French-Canadi-
an Catholic Church in honor of St. Louis. It was his zeal 
for building this church which brought Father Lebel to 
Bourbonnais.

The Catholic community in Bourbonnais was badly 
in need of someone to reinvigorate their parish, to build 
a new church to replace the old one which had burned 
down, and to cool the ÿames of controversy which had re-
sulted from the pastorship of Father Charles Chiniquy. 

Le Journal du Village
WINTER  2005                                                 Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society                          VOL. 31, NO. 1

cont.on page 3

Father Chiniquy was appointed pastor of Maternity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Church on November 28. 1852. 
In September of 1853, the church was destroyed by þre. 
The Diocese of Chicago immediately sent the Vicar Gen-
eral, Father Alexis Mailloux, to investigate the cause of 

the þre. There was much 
þnger pointing, and most of 
the þngers pointed to Father 
Chiniquy: 

ò[T]he sacred vessels had 
previously been transferred 
to the rectory. When some-
one who noticed the blazing 
church wanted to volunteer 
to open the tabernacle [;] he 
was restrained by Father 
Chiniquy. Even on the stand 
he did not defend himself 
very well. He said that with 
his own eyes he had seen 
the person who started the 
blaze. When summoned to 
denounce the culprit, he re-
plied that he had seen him 

only with the eyes of his imagination: he could not point 
out who had done it.ó2 

As the townspeople began to notice Father Chiniquyõs 
irregularities, they began to turn on him. The process 
of trying to raise money to rebuild the church became 
more difþcult. Father Chiniquy had no choice but to leave 
Bourbonnais and go back to his original settlement in St. 
Anne where he was still revered. 

Father Lebel arrived in Bourbonnais on November 3, 
1854. His tasks were very simple and he wasted no time 
in accomplishing them. He appointed a committee of trust-
ees who would supervise the administration of the parish 
affairs. The original committee was comprised of eight 
members, but the parish expanded the committee by add-
ing an additional eighteen members.3 Another task of Fa-
ther Lebel was to organize a Catholic Society that would 
help raise money for a new church. This society was called 
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the Altar Society, and it was the þrst 
Catholic Society in Illinois.4 His next 
task was to rebuild the church build-
ing that had burned to the ground. 
The committee met and began devel-
oping plans for the new church. Un-
fortunately, Father Lebel would no 
longer be the pastor when the church 
was þnally completed. Additionally, 
the plans Father Lebel had approved 
were not carried out by the parish 
community as these plans called for 
a church that was twenty feet longer 
and þve feet taller. 

Father Lebelõs work in reinvigo-
rating the parish community in 
Bourbonnais was not the only thing 
he dealt with. Father Chiniquy be-
gan to cause trouble in an event that 
would come to a head in a courthouse 
in Urbana. The Father Chiniquy and 
Peter Spink case would turn into a 
huge spectacle in Illinois involving 
the local Catholic community, the 
Catholic Church in Chicago, and a fu-
ture President, Abraham Lincoln. 

As a result of these turbulent years 
in Bourbonnais, Father Lebel left a 
lasting impact on the parish commu-
nity. Father Lebel left Bourbonnais 
at the end of the year 1855, and con-
tinued his mission of shepherding 
French-Canadians in the United 
States. Father Lebel arrived in Kal-
amazoo, MI, to a community whose 
priests came all the way from Notre 
Dame University in South Bend, IN. 
Father Lebel immediately began the 
construction of a bigger church and 
through his þfteen-year tenure in Ka-
lamazoo the Catholic community un-
dertook many changes. His greatest 
dream was to start a new school, but 
the parishioners had grander plans for 
a new church. As was most pastors, he 
followed the recommendations of the 
parishioners and began the building 
of a new church, which was complet-

ed in October of 1868. However, the 
construction racked up a huge debt, 
and the U.S. economy began to slow 
down. These problems would lead to 
a controversy that caused nationwide 
attention.5  

Father Antoine Lebel died sud-
denly on March 30, 1871, at the age 
of 54. His death came as a shock to 
the Catholic community throughout 
southwestern Michigan. His funeral 
brought priests from all over Michi-
gan and was presided over by Bishop 
Borgess of Detroit. It was written that 
people lined the streets after Fr. Leb-
elõs funeral and 111 carriages followed 
in the procession to the cemetery.6 

Shortly after the death of Father 
Lebel, a prominent farmer in Kalam-
azoo, Patrick Bunbury, approached 
Bishop Borgess about the return of 
the money he had given for the con-
struction of the church as he was in 
danger of losing his farm. With Father 
Lebel dead, Bishop Borgess refused to 
return Bunburyõs money since there 
was no record of the amount he had 
given to the church. Patrick Bunbury 
had no choice but to sue the church 
or risk losing his family farm. In re-
sponse Bishop Borgess excommuni-
cated him, which led to a political 
þrestorm. The Michigan Legislature 
convened and began drafting a bill 
that would make it illegal for clergy 
to excommunicate parishioners. This 
debate even led to a story to be pub-
lished in the prominent 19th Century 
magazine, òHarperõs Weekly.ó 

While all of this was going on, ru-
mors began to circulate around Kal-
amazoo that Father Lebel did not die 
of natural causes. Thus. Father Leb-
elõs body was exhumed and his cause 
of death was investigated. The inves-
tigation did not turn up any unnatu-
ral causes, and he was again laid to 
rest in Kalamazoo. Father Lebel did 
not remain in Kalamazoo for long, as 
the parishioners of Bourbonnais ar-

ranged to have Father Lebel brought 
to Bourbonnais to be buried inside 
Maternity BVM Church. On April 
23, 1872, at I1 oõclock, òthe remains 
of our beloved and saintly pastor, Fa-
ther [Lebel] have once more been con-
signed to the earth.ó7 Father Lebel 
was buried beneath the St. Josephõs 
Altar next to Father Broisvert, C.S.V.  

Father Antoine Lebel was a dedi-
cated servant to the French-Cana-
dian communities in Illinois and 
Michigan. He was an energetic priest 
who gained a reputation for revital-
izing parish communities and offer-
ing stability to communities on the 
brink of chaos. The esteem his pa-
rishioners had for him is exempliþed 
in his being buried under the church 
he helped build. The Kalamazoo Ga-
zette summed up his life best in an 
article that appeared on March 31, 
1871: òWe do not know how many 
years he has lived and labored in Ka-
lamazoo, but we do know that from 
a feeble handful of poor Catholics, 
he has built-up a large, worthy and 
powerful congregation--he has erect-
ed one of the þnest churches in Ka-
lamazoo, and has accomplished an 
amount of good that few men are able 
to leave behind them.ó8                     p

1 The biographical information regarding Father 
Lebel came from the Archives of Montreal. 
Although, Father Lebel was not actually a priest of 
Montreal, the archives there had the most informa-
tion regarding him. Alain Walhin, chancellerie@dio
cesemontreal.org òFather Antoine Lebel, ò11 March 
2005, academic email (11 March 2005).
 
2 John Francis Barrett, òPastor Chiniquy: Illinois 
Apostateó (May, 1958), 8.
 
3 Centennial Anniversary (Bourbonnais, Illinois, 
1947), 40. 

4 George A. Dempsey, C.S.V., òThe Catholic 
Church in Kankakee Countyó (BA diss., St. Viator 
College, 1937).
 
5 Kalamazoo Magazine, òReligion in Kalamazoo: 
The Roman Catholics, January, l956.

6 Kalamazoo Telegraph, òFuneral of Father Lebel,ó 
April 4, 1871. 

7 Kalamazoo Gazette, òRe-Burial of Father 
[Lebel],ó May 3, 1872. 

8 Kalamazoo Gazette, òDeath of Father Lebel,ó 
March 31, 1871. 
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Today, all television watchers have 
heard of òCajun Cookingó the food 
prepared by the CAJUNS, short for 
Acadians, the French living along the 
bayous of Louisiana. The ancestors 
of these Cajuns came originally from 
what is now Nova Scotia, Canada. 
For the purpose of understanding this 
history, Nova Scotia and Acadia are 
the same piece of land, almost an is-
land, which was English in 1621, then 
French in 1632, and then English from 
1713 on, according to a treaty by which 
the French gave it to England. The 
Acadians, who had come from France 
as early as 1636, had drained the 
swamps, built dikes, cleared the land, 
planted crops, planted thousands of 
fruit trees and bred thousands of hors-
es, cows, hogs and sheep. They lived 
peacefully in this beautiful place with 
its brisk air and multitudes of þsh, 
game and birds which provided from 
the beginning, an excellent diet. Eng-
lish and French wars were their only 
trial. After 1713, the English allowed 
them to practice their Catholic religion 
and to keep their land. But the Aca-
dians, being French, early refused to 
þght for England against the French. 
They insisted on remaining neutral. In 
the 1750õs, the governor of Nova Scotia, 
Charles Lawrence, decided that the 
Acadians must be removed from their 
lands and possessions. On September 
10, 1755, the Acadian nightmare be-
gan. All the men of the town of Grand 
Pr® were ordered to the church. When 
all had arrived, they were locked in, 
without explanation, awaiting depor-
tation. Farm families were ordered to 
leave their homes and march to Grand 
Pr®. On their way they sang hymns. A 
fragment of one of these, found in the 
British Museum in London, shows 
their deep religious faith: 

Vive Jesus! 
Vive Jesus!

Avce la croix, sans chere portage.
Vive Jesus

Dans les coeurs de tous les elus! 
Portons la croix. 

At the port, the Acadians were bru-
tally separated, mothers from their 
children, husbands from wives, un-
married sweethearts from each other, 
and loaded like cattle into the holds of 
the ships which would take them to 
various ports, such as Boston, along 
the New England coast. The New 
England Protestants did not want 
them and regarded them with con-
tempt. They had no money and could 
not immediately pay their way. But 
they were employed to build many 
new houses and buildings along the 
coast. Other Acadian refugees were 
dropped off at the islands of Santo 
Domingo and Martinique where they 
were indentured and had to work 
for seven years to pay for their free-
dom. Many then traveled to New Or-
leans, Louisiana, where they would 
be among French speaking people. 
Once there, they settled in the bay-
ous of Louisiana and became known 
as òCajuns.ó Here they retrain many 
of their 17th century customs, songs 
and recipes.

Are You Descended From 
Acadians? 

If you have in your ancestry any of 
the following surnames, you may be 
descended from these Acadians, the 
founding families of Canada. Names 
are translated below. 

Morin, Claude 
Ledoux , Martinñthe gentle 
Martin, Pierre (carpenter from Paris) 
Roche, Rochñrock 
de Toucheñhusband, man from Chi-

non 
Blanchard, Louis (grower of wine 

grapes) 
Dionne, Gille (gardener from Paris) 
Saint Martin 
Provost, Jehan (Jean) 
Brault, Pierre 

Bourgeois, Jacob (pharmacist) means 
citizen, townsmen 

Gaudet, Jean (farmer) 
de Foret, Michelñmeans from the 

forest 
Hebert, Etienne(Stephen) and Antoine 
Babin, Antoine 
Blanchard, Jean and his wife, Radegonde 

Lambert 
Dupuis, Michel 
Terriot, Claude.Jean, Germain 
Savoye, Savoie, Fran­ois 
Pelerin, Fran­oisñmeans pilgrim 
Morin, Pierre 
Brun, Vincentñmeans brown 
Gauteror, Fran­ois  
Trahan Guillaume (William) 
Thibeaudeau, Pierre (Peter) 
Bourg, Bernard 
Boudrot (Boudreau), Michel 
Blanchard, Martin 
Granger, Laurent 
Landry. Marie and Perinne 
Doucet,Pierre 
Bourc, Fran­ois 
Doucet, GermainñDoucet means mild 
Girouard, (Girard) 
Brot (Breallt, Brault), Vincent 
Le Blanc, Danielñmeans white 
Commeaux, Pierre (barrel maker) 
Bertrand, Clement 
Belliveau, Antoineñmeans þne veal, 

beautiful calves 
Rinbaut, Rainbault 
Dugas, Abrahamñgunsmith to the 

king, from Toulouse 
Petit, Pas, ClaudeñSieur de la Fleur, 

from St. Onge 
Richard, Michel 
Melancon, (Charles and PierreñScot-

land or Yorkshire, England 
Lanoue, Pierre (barrel maker)

Arsenault (Arseneaux) 
 Aubin 
Bellefontaineñmeans beautiful foun-

tain 
Benoitñthere is a town named St. 

Benoit east of Tours 
Broussard 
Bergeronña berger is a shepherd 

guardian 
Blou 
Bastarche 
Collars 
Godin 
Gareau 
Goudreau 
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La Prairie

Candiac

St. Philippe

L'Acadie

Iberville

Napierville

Henryville

Chambly

Noyan

Boundary of the United States

Mont®r®gie section of
Quebec Province

Rt. 15

Montreal

219

217
133

225

Rt. 10

202

221

R
iv
ie
re
R
ic
he
lie
u

To
A
lb
an
y,
N
ew
Y
o
rk

104

Ri
vie
re
St
. L
aw
re
nc
e

St. Jean-sur-
Richelieu

Le Princeñmeans the prince 
La Pierreñmeans the stone 
La Roche ñmeans the rock 
La Barreñmeans a bar, court, or tiller 
LaVallee, Lavelieñvallee means valley 
Mercierñhat seller  
Martel means òhammer,ó is the name of Charles Martel, 

Emperor Charlemagne. 

Allain 
Bernard 
Beaumontñmeans beautiful mountain 
Boucher ñmeans butcher 
Duboisñmeans from the wood
Denis 
Dumontñmeans from the mountain 
Guerin 
Laurierñmeans laurel tree 
Langlois 
La Montagneñmeans òthe mountainó 
Legerñmeans light 
Marceau 
Beaulieuñmeans beautiful place 
Beauregardñmeans beautiful look 
Dupontñmeans from the bridge 
Cailloultñmeans pebble, stone or stoneware 
Maisonat 

FRANCE

Roen

Amiens

PARIS

Chartres

Oleans

Blois

Tours

Chimon

Loudum

Poitiers

Saumur

Anger

English Channel

N20

A10

N152A10

N147

Savaryñis a type of þsh (Manteno had, during the 1930õs, 
a Fr. Savary at St. Josephõs) 

Raymond  
Roy, Roiñmeans king 
Toussaintñmeans all the saints 
Unless otherwise indicated, all the above were farmers.

From the region of Loudun, south of the Loire River and  
west of Tours, those who emigrated with Charles  dõAulnay 
were Babin, Blanchard, Brault, Dupuis, Gaudet, Boudreau, 
Girouard, Hebert, Landry, LeBlanc, Poirier,  Savoie and Ter-
riault, Bertrand, Rainbault, Morin Brun and  Guerin.

From Plymouth, England: Granger (Grainger in England)
From Brie: Bourgeois, Doucet, Dugas.
From Aunis: Cormier.
From the region of Poitou and Charentes: Arsenault, Au-

cion, Babineau, Comeau, Thibaudeau
From Champagne: Godin. 
From the Basque country: Bastarche arid Bugaret. 
From La Rochelle, port on the west coast of France: Pro-

vost, Sauniers.
From Paris: Dionne.. Ledoux, Saint Martin.
Names of some of the men imprisoned by the English in 

the church at Grand Pr®, prior to their deportation include 
cont. on  page 6



Le Journal du Village, Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society 6  Le Journal du Village, Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society  7                                                                                                                         

The French erected a "habitation" at
in 1605. The British named

the settlement "Annapolis" in 1710. The
British built in 1749.

There is a statue of Evangeline at
, a memorial to the heroine

of Longfellow's epic poem.
The French Acadians were banished
from Nova Scotia in 1755 for
refusing to pledge allegiance
to the British Crown.

names found in this area. For example: Brosseau, Dupuis, 
Boudreau, more than 18 with the last name of Granger, 
39 with the last name of Hebert, 35 with the last name of 
Landry, as well as many LeBlanc , Richards and Dupuis. 

It was reported that, in all, the governor seized 118,300 
cattle, horses, sheep and hogs as well as houses and land 
from the Acadians who were deported without money or 
possessions. 

How does any of this relate to the history of Manteno and 
Bourbonnais? Many of those deported to the coast of New 
England Found their way to the area south of Montreal 
and there they settled in the 1760õs. LõAcadie, from which 
Elmire Courville Smith and Martine Broussard Trudeau 
came, was settled by Acadian refugees. They also settled 
in La Prairie, Napierville, Henryville and their environs. 
Many of the French settlers in Manteno and Bourbonnais 
came from these towns. Ancestral places of birth may be 
found in newspaper obituaries, church records, etc.

The names of early Acadians and the names of places  in 
France from which they emigrated are from the book, The 
Acadian Miracle by Dudley J. LeBlanc,  Former three-term 
senator of Louisiana, who researched  Acadian history for 
forty years, and from La Gazette  du Loudunois, February, 
1984, Loudun, France.

Vital Hector Bourassa, Louise Boudreau 
Lavoie, Philomene Granger Lanoue, 
Melina Granger Guimond (Mrs. Cleo-
phas  Guimond), Dosithee Mailloux and 
Philomene Boudreau, (Mrs. Etrienne St. 
Aubin). Manteno church records are  be-
ing published by the Kankakee Genealog-
ical Society  and will possibly yield more 
names.     

 p

More to Read
There is a new book about Acadia writ-

ten by John Mack Faragher the Arthur 
Uboboskey Professor of American History 
at Yale University.  It is published by W. 
W. Norton & Company, New York A Great 
and Noble Scheme (ISBN 0-393-05135-8) 
tells òthe þrst comprehensive and thor-
oughly researched, and historically ac-
curate account of the expulsion from both 
British and Acadian points of view. . . . 
It is a story of ethnic cleansing in early 
America, a story with a special poignancy 
in our time.ó

Many of the names that appear in Suz-
zane Smith-Pruchnickiõs article are men-
tioned in A Great and Noble Scheme. 

Among the þrst French families to ar-
rive in lõAcadie in 1636 aboard the Saint-

Jehan, writes Faragher, òwere Guillaume Tahan 
mar®chal de tranchant (steelsmith), with his wife Fran-
­oise Charbonneau, their two daughters, and a servant; 
Louis Blanchard, vigneron 
(vineyardist), who came 
alone but soon sent for his 
family, and Pierre Mar-
tin, labourer (plowman), 
with is young son and 
wife Catherine Vigneau, 
who soon after landing de-
livered their second son, 
Mathieu Martin, the þrst 
child  of French parents 
born in lõAcadie.ó

Faragher suggests two 
sources of the name òlõAcadie.ó 
One is that it is simply a cor-
ruption of  lõArcadia, a name 
taken from a òprose pastoraleó written in 1502 and ap-
plied to the North American coast by the explorer Ver-
razano; or from the resident Mikmaq Indian sufþx ò-
akadie,ó  meaning òplace of abundance.ó                       p
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Å We need volunteers for a variety of 
projects. Volunteer for yard and garden work. 
Be a docent on one Sunday afternoon a 
month (1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.) at the George 
R. Letourneau Home Museum.

Å Do you have a story for our newsletter? 
Call newsletter editor Vic Johnson at 815-
933-2308.

Å The Spring Arts and Crafts Show will 
be held on Saturday, March 25, 2006, at 
the Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High 
School.

Å The Annual Dinner Meeting, time and 
place, will be announced by ÿyer at a later 
date.

Å A Corporate or Business sponsor 
is need to support the growing costs of 
producing this newsletter, and the creation of 
a BGHS Web Page. 


